j none of all his panegyrists have done him half so much lour. Their praise was, like that of a counsel, upon his own e of the cause ; Johnson's was like the grave, well-considered, 1 impartial opinion of the judge, which falls from his lips with ight, and is received with reverence. What lie did as a com-ntator has no small share of merit, though'his researches were : so ample, and his investigations so acute as they might re been, which we now certainly know from the labours other able and ingenious criticks who have followed him3. : has enriched his edition with a concise account of each play, J of its characteristic!? excellence. Many of his notes have istratcd obscurities in the text, and placed passages eminent beauty in a more conspicuous light; and he has in genera! liibitcd such a mode of annotation, as may be beneficial to all xscqucnt editors3.
Mis Shakspcare was virulently attacked by Mr. William Ken-Is, who obtained the degree of LL.D. from a Scotch University, rl wrote for the booksellers in a great variety of brandies.
George III, at nil events, did ; share in this blind aclmira-i. 'Was there ever,' cried he, tch stuff as great part nf Shake-;are? only one must not say Hut what think you ? What ?
(here not sad stuff? What ? ,\tU ?' ' Yes, indeed, I think so, Sir, uigh mixed with such excellencies it—' 'Ol' cried he, laughing id - luimonrcdly, ' I know it is t to be said I but it's true. Only ; Shakespeare, find nobody dnro use him.1 Mine. D'Arblay'a Diary, 398.
1 That Johnson did not slur his irk, as has been often said, we vc the best of all evidence—his •n word, ' I have, indeed,' lie itcs (W'wX'j, v. 152), ' disappointed • opinion more than my own; yet liave endeavoured to pcifonn my
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task w'uh no slight solicitude. Nm a single passage in the whole work has appeared to me corrupt which I have not attempted to restore ; or obscure which I have not attempted to illustrate.'
s Stcevcns wrote to Garrick:—' To say the truth, the errors of Warbur-ton and Johnson are often more meritorious than such corrections of them as the obscure industry of Mr. Farmer and myself can furnish. Disdaining crutches, they have sometimes had a fall; but it is my duty to remember, that I, for my part, could not have kept on my legs at all without them.' Garrick Cot-res, Ji. 130. 'Johnson's preface and notes are distinguished by clearness of thought and diction, and by masterly common sense.' Cambridge Shake* \. xxxvi.
Though the pluys lo Oxford (p. y^, Cluiri'liill's (.i/tvst (1'aru i ami 3) U.IH imlilinlu'd in dm Hprhiff of i^'J (p. .1"v)- <>» July an, \?(>2, Jcilm-.nn wmti! |o HiiruUi, ' I inlrtid ih.u ymi shall soon rca-ivr Sliitk\/'e,n?' (p. .169). In Dcinbcr 1705 it wai
